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What are the O 

Antiphons? 
 

An antiphon is a brief prayer said immediately 

before or after a psalm or canticle during a prayer 

service. The O Antiphons are the special prayers 

reserved for evening prayer during the last 7 days 

before Christmas Eve. 

 

Pulled together during the 8th century in Rome 

(thus, in Latin), these antiphons are ancient pieces 

of messianic hope tied up in one beautifully poetic 

bundle. Each one begins with a name of Christ from 

the depths of Israel’s prophetic tradition and 

continues to voice all creation’s desire for him to 

draw near. 

 
O Sapientia 

O Wisdom 

Proverbs, John 1 

 

O Adonai 

O Lord 

Exodus 3:2; Neh. 9:13 

 

O Radix Jesse 

O Root of Jesse 

Isaiah 11:10; 52:15 

 

O Clavis David 

O Key of David 

Isaiah 22:22; 42:7 

O Oriens 

O Morning Star 

Luke 1:78-79 

 

O Rex Gentium 

O King of Nations 

Jeremiah 10:7; Haggai 

2:7; Isaiah 28:16 

 

O Emmanuel 

O God with Us 

Isaiah 7:14; 33:2
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December 17 

O Sapientia, O 

Wisdom 
 

Gather & Find the Silence 
 

Mary’s Song, the Magnificat – Luke 1:46-55 
 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the 

lowliness of his servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will 

call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for 

me, 

    and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 

of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from 

their thrones, 

    and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 
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    and sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants 

forever.” 
 

The First O Antiphon, and candle lighting 
 

O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of 

the Most High, 

reaching from one end to the other, 

mightily and sweetly ordering all things: 

Come and teach us the way of prudence. 
 

O Come O Come Emmanuel, verse & refrain 
 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

who ordered all things mightily; 

to us the path of knowledge show 

and teach us in its ways to go. 

 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Go in Peace into the Night 
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December 18 

O Adonai, O Lord 
 

Gather & Find the Silence 
 

Mary’s Song, the Magnificat – Luke 1:46-55 
 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the 

lowliness of his servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will 

call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for 

me, 

    and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 

of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from 

their thrones, 

    and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

    and sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 
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    in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants 

forever.” 
 

The Second O Antiphon, and candle lighting 
 

O Adonai, and leader of the House of Israel, 

who appeared to Moses in the fire of the 

burning bush 

and gave him the law on Sinai: 

Come and redeem us with an outstretched 

arm. 
 

O Come O Come Emmanuel, verse & refrain 
 

O come, O come, great Lord of might, 

who to your tribes on Sinai's height 

in ancient times did give the law 

in cloud and majesty and awe. 

 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Go in Peace into the Night 
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December 19 

O Radix Jesse, O 

Root of Jesse 
 

Gather & Find the Silence 
 

Mary’s Song, the Magnificat – Luke 1:46-55 
 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the 

lowliness of his servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will 

call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for 

me, 

    and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 

of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from 

their thrones, 

    and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 
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    and sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants 

forever.” 
 

The Third O Antiphon, and candle lighting 
 

O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among 

the peoples; 

before you kings will shut their mouths, 

to you the nations will make their prayer: 

Come and deliver us, and delay no longer. 
 

O Come O Come Emmanuel, verse & refrain 
 

O come, O Branch of Jesse's stem, 

unto your own and rescue them! 

From depths of hell your people save, 

and give them victory o'er the grave. 

 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Go in Peace into the Night 
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December 20 

O Clavis David, O 

Key of David 
 

Gather & Find the Silence 
 

Mary’s Song, the Magnificat – Luke 1:46-55 
 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the 

lowliness of his servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will 

call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for 

me, 

    and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 

of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from 

their thrones, 

    and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 
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    and sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants 

forever.” 
 

The Fourth O Antiphon, and candle lighting 
 

O Key of David and scepter of the House of 

Israel; you open and no one can shut; you 

shut and no one can open: 

Come and lead the prisoners from the prison 

house, those who dwell in darkness and the 

shadow of death. 
 

O Come O Come Emmanuel, verse & refrain 
 

O come, O Key of David, come 

and open wide our heavenly home. 

Make safe for us the heavenward road 

and bar the way to death's abode. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Go in Peace into the Night 
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December 21 

O Oriens, O 

Morning Star 
 

Gather & Find the Silence 
 

Mary’s Song, the Magnificat – Luke 1:46-55 
 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the 

lowliness of his servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will 

call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for 

me, 

    and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 

of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from 

their thrones, 

    and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 
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    and sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants 

forever.” 
 

The Fifth O Antiphon, and candle lighting 
 

O Morning Star, splendor of light eternal 

and sun of righteousness: 

Come and enlighten those who dwell in 

darkness and the shadow of death. 
 

O Come O Come Emmanuel, verse & refrain 
 

O come, O Bright and Morning Star, 

and bring us comfort from afar! 

Dispel the shadows of the night 

and turn our darkness into light. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Go in Peace into the Night 
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December 22 

O Rex Gentium, O 

King of Nations 
 

Gather & Find the Silence 
 

Mary’s Song, the Magnificat – Luke 1:46-55 
 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the 

lowliness of his servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will 

call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for 

me, 

    and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 

of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from 

their thrones, 

    and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 
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    and sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants 

forever.” 
 

The Sixth O Antiphon, and candle lighting 
 

O King of the nations, and their desire, 

the cornerstone making both one: 

Come and save the human race, 

which you fashioned from clay. 
 

O Come O Come Emmanuel, verse & refrain 
 

O come, O King of nations, bind 

in one the hearts of all mankind. 

Bid all our sad divisions cease 

and be yourself our King of Peace. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Go in Peace into the Night 
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December 23 

O Emmanuel, O 

God with Us 
 

Gather & Find the Silence 
 

Mary’s Song, the Magnificat – Luke 1:46-55 
 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the 

lowliness of his servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will 

call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for 

me, 

    and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 

of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from 

their thrones, 

    and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 
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    and sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our 

ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants 

forever.” 
 

The Seventh O Antiphon, and candle lighting 
 

O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver, 

the hope of the nations and their Savior: 

Come and save us, O Lord our God. 
 

O Come O Come Emmanuel, verse & refrain 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

Go in Peace into the Night 
 


